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Unit Title: Ages and Stages (Coming of Age) 

 

Unit Designers: Karin Dionne 

 

Level(s): Grade 8 

 

Time Span: 8 Weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   
This unit analyzes growing up and growing older and the challenges associated with this. While 

reading about the life experiences of characters in works of fiction and nonfiction, students will 

gain insights into the stages of development and reflect upon their own coming of age. 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
RL 8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 

including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 

aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL8.5 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 

analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., 

created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 

W8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 

through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

SL8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) 

with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly.  

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on 

that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 

under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals 

and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and 

comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their 

own views in light of the evidence presented. 

L8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 
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Key Pre-Requisites: 

 Knowledge: 
 Elements of plot (story structure) 

 

 

 Skills: 
 Summarizing plot 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
Change is inevitable and ongoing. 

Experiences shape who we are. 

As we read about the challenges that others face, universal challenges are revealed. 

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What are the obstacles of growing up and growing older?  

What effects do the choices you make have on yourself and others? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 Knowledge: 
Every stage of life presents its own challenges  

Some stages are similar to others.  

People continue growing and changing throughout their lives (not just in youth). 

 

 Skills: 
Students are able to identify the life stages of characters in the literature they encounter, and 

assess whether those characters react to challenges in positive or negative ways (e.g. using 

Erikson’s Eight Psychosocial Stages of Development to explain character change). 
Students are able to support their ideas with evidence from the text. 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Character Analysis- stage of development, barriers and successes, and reaction to change. (W8.2, L8.2) 

End of Unit Assessment) 

Constructed responses (W8.2, RL8.1, RL8.2, RL8.3) 

Class discussions and role playing. (RL8.2, RL8.3, RL8.6 SL8.1) 

Retell stories through another character’s eyes to show the effect of choices on others (RL8.6) 

Double-Entry Journals (RL8.3, RL8.5) 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Introducing and discussing stages of human development. 

Analyzing needs at different stages of development. 

Understanding similarities and differences of stages of development. 

Identifying character’s stages from text and examine the impact of this stage on the plot. 

Comparing and contrasting different characters from short stories and nonfiction pieces. 

Students create visual representations of life stages using Edgar Allen Poe’s “Masque of the Red 

Death”. 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 
www.phschool.com 

There are many links under Unit 2 dealing with stages of life and related works. 

 

 



 

Posted 10.21.2014 per HW   

  Page 3 of 3 
  

 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement? (Be specific) 
Accessing links on www.phschool.com. 

Create graphic organizers for compare/contrast. 

PowerPoint presentation for their character’s change. 

Create “Farcebook” Pages and Movie Posters using Word & Pages. 

 

Instructional Resources: 
Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes 

Internet Relevant poems or songs with a coming of age theme or connection. 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

“Character Adaptation to Change Essay” with attached rubric W8.2 and L8.2 


